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Self Competence 

• Make use of personal resources in working with 
death, dying & bereavement



Existential Competence
in Death Work

• Search for meaning in life, death and human 
existence



Components in 
Existential Competence

• Acceptance
• Belief
• Commitment



Emotional Competence 
in Death Work

• Cope with professionals’ own emotional 
response in death work



Components in Emotional 
Competence

• Appreciation
• Balance
• Coping



Health care professionals’ 
grieving process (Papadatou, 2000)
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To conclude…

Patch Adams
妙手情真





Treat death as part of life, 
NOT as our enemy.

Treat our client as a person, 
NOT as a symptom.



And rediscover
our PASSION 

in work.

Thank you!

tinfong@hku.hk


